
       October 2017 
Oswego County 

Opportunit ies,  Inc. 

OCO INTERACTION 

Breast Cancer Awareness Front-3 

Domestic Violence Awareness Front & Pg 4 

New Rural Health Coordinator  Page 3 

New Hires  Page 5 

ñGive Thanksò Employee Cost Page 6 

C&DS Staff Recognition Page 7 

Transportation Craft Show Page 8 

Drive for Safety Page 9-10 

RSD Staff Recognition Page 11 

Legal Resources / Tim Frawley Page 12 

Human Pink Ribbon Page 13 

H&N Staff Recognition Page 14 

BSB Sale Page 15 

Facilities Work Order Guide Page 16-17 

Getting to Know You Page 18-19 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Early Detection Saves Lives! 

Even though the rates of death from breast cancer have decreased by 38% from 1989, it still is the second most 

common cancer in women, after skin cancer. Women aren't the only people who are at risk. Although the risk 

is much less, still about 150 men are diagnosed with breast cancer each year in New York State. 

In NYS, we are very fortunate that we have many resources to fund cancer education and outreach, screenings, 

and treatment. The Cancer Services Program is not just here in Oswego County, but also in every area of the 

state. This program, funded by the New York State Department of Health, provides all the aforementioned   

services. While screenings and treatment are available to uninsured people between 40-64 years of age, the  

education and outreach is for anyone of any age or insurance status.  

Continued on page 2. 

OCOôs SAF Program and Community Partners Recognize the  

30th Anniversary of Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

 

30 years ago, victim service providers and survivors of domestic violence 

launched a nationwide effort to raise awareness of the epidemic of domestic 

violence. Over the last three decades, much progress has been made to    

support domestic violence victims and survivors, to hold abuser                

accountable, and to create and update legislation to further those goals. But 

there is still work to be done to combat the epidemic of domestic violence.  

 

According to national statistics, 1 in 4 women in the U.S. will experience 

domestic violence and every 9 seconds, a woman is beaten or assaulted by 

an intimate partner or spouse. Additionally, domestic violence represents a 

substantial number of calls received by police. And a police officerôs safety 

is at increased risk when responding to a domestic incident.  

Continued on page 4. 
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CSP Out in the Community 

It is important we try to reach as many of our target population as possible. Even with the Affordable Care 

Act, there are still many people who are uninsured. Some of these people have reported to the CSP, that they 

had "Obama Care", but couldn't afford the premiums, copays and/or deductibles. As a result, they had to drop 

the coverage. But some of them, recognize the importance of regular cancer screenings, and use our program 

to make sure they stay on schedule. We follow-up with our clients regularly to assess their current insurance 

status and eligibility for the program. We then assist in getting their screening appointments scheduled, with 

our program partners. Should the screenings indicate further diagnostic testing is needed, our program     

schedules and pays for it, as long as it's within the program guidelines.  

Another focus of the program, is reaching men and 

women ages 40-64, whom don't know about us 

and are never or rarely screened. Whenever there 

is a community event, we try to be there. This 

year, we started having a presence at the county 

rabies clinics. This gives us a chance to meet   

people and remind them that they need to take care 

of themselves, so they are around to  continue to 

care for their pet. Other festivals and events have 

welcomed us too. Every year, we host a Human 

Pink Ribbon ceremony. This years ribbon will be 

held Saturday, October 28 from 10am - 12pm, at 

Bullhead Point in Fulton. Still in the planning 

phase, there's hopes to have family friendly       

activities, the availability to purchase food and drink from vendors. The goal of this event is to promote      

program awareness, recruit new clients and celebrate survivors! 

The Community Gives Back 

July and August were great for fundraising for our program! 3 area golf courses hosted events that raised  

money for a great cause. Emerald Crest in Palermo hosted Pink Night, The Elms in Sandy Creek hosted a Pink 

Rally and Cold Springs in Mannsville held the 8th Annual Breast Cancer Tournament. All together, these    

efforts raised over $4300! These funds stay in the community in which they live and that is so wonderful. It 

allows us to expand our services to women of all ages. Last year we provided women with breast cancer, an 

opportunity to join free yoga classes! We are very grateful and thank everyone who contributed. 

Paid Leave For Cancer Screenings 

Oswego County Opportunities, the agency that runs the Oswego County Cancer Services Program, has 

implemented a new paid leave policy that provides its full and part-time employees an annual paid leave 

allowance to undergo preventative cancer screenings.  The policy is the first among not-for-profit   

agencies in Oswego County. 

2016 Human Pink Ribbon, Hannibal 

Continued on next page 
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New Face at Cancer Services 

 
Christina Wallace started working for the Oswego County Cancer Services Program last 
October, as the Program Assistant. As a breast cancer survivor, she is very driven and 
compassionate in her work. Chris is always trying to think of new ways to reach people 
and truly enjoys her work here. Having been on the other side of cancer, going through 
treatment and recovery, she uses those experiences not to frighten people about the     
horrors of cancer, but to enforce that early detection can indeed, save lives. "If I didn't 
pay         attention to my own body or know about the importance of mammograms, or 
being an advocate for my own health, I may have let it go too long and the outcome 
could have been much different.", says Chris.  

 

The Cancer Services Program covers breast and cervical cancer screenings for uninsured women, aged      
40-64. and colorectal cancer screenings for men and women aged 50-64. Carolyn Handville, Program      
Coordinator and Christina Wallace, Program Assistant, can be reached at 315-592-0830.  
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OCOôs SAF Program and Community Partners Recognize the 30th Anniversary  

of Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

 

(Continued from Front Page) 

 

 

Oswego County Opportunities (OCO) Services to Aid Families (SAF) program is the domestic violence and 

rape crisis program serving Oswego County and has provided crisis, supportive, advocacy and educational  

services throughout Oswego County for over 30 years. In 2016, SAF served almost 550 victims and survivors 

and answered more than 2,300 calls on its Crisis Hotline. The devastating physical, emotional, and              

psychological impact of domestic violence can cross generations and last a lifetime. With the help of its    

community partners, SAF continues to increase outreach and education efforts to raise awareness of domestic 

violence within our community and work towards eliminating barriers for victims in need of accessing         

services. 

  

SAF will have their annual ñSilent Witness and Survivor Flag Displayò at various locations throughout the 

county, including outside Oswego City Hall, at Indian Point along Route 481 in the City of Fulton, on the 

SUNY Oswego Campus, and in North Park in the Village of Pulaski. The red figures in the display represent 

individuals who have lost their lives from domestic violence and those that suffer in silence. The purple flags 

represent the 550 victims and survivors SAF served in 2016.  

 

As part of New York Stateôs Shine the Light campaign, the exterior of Oswego City Hall, OCOôs main office 

building in Fulton, and the exterior signage at the main entrance to SUNY Oswegoôs campus will be lit purple 

during the month of October. SAFôs local Shine the Light campaign will connect our communities with others 

across the state by turning New York purple ï the symbolic color of domestic violence awareness.  

 

Other events to recognize Domestic Violence Awareness Month include proclamations by the Oswego County 

Legislature, Fulton City Mayor Ronald Woodward, and Oswego City Mayor William Barlow. The Oswego 

City Police Department will have purple ribbon decals on their patrol vehicles to show their support in ending 

domestic violence. Additionally, a number of local pizza shops will use special pizza box toppers to help raise 

awareness. Finally, community members are invited to take part in National Wear Purple Day on Thursday, 

October 19th. Wear something purple and post your pictures on social media using the hashtags 

#OswegoWearsPurple, #ShinetheLight, #WearPurpleNYS, and #PurpleThursday and help us flood social    

media with purple.  

 

It takes a coordinated effort by all corners of the community ï law enforcement, advocates, community groups, 

schools ï to combat domestic violence. On this 30th anniversary of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, let 

us once again pledge our unwavering support to those in need. Please join us in saying NO MORE to domestic 

violence this October and every day. 

  

If you or someone you know is a victim or survivor of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual violence or 

stalking, please call the Crisis Hotline at (315) 342-1600. The hotline is available 24 hours a day and is free 

and confidential.  



      New Employees Hired in September 

Jacklynn Fitzgerald  Ed. Services - After School 

Sherry Davis  Ed. Services - After School 

Kayla Sardella  C&DS - Homeless Services 

Courtney Whaley  H & N - Nutrition Services 

Marissa Wallis  C&DS - OPTIONS 

Heather Mausehardt  C&DS - JART 

Victoria Vanslyke  Ed. Services - Day Care 

Allison Carpenter  C&DS - Homeless Services 

Mackenzie Wilton  C&DS - Health Education 

Robert Kimball  Comm. Srvs. - Transportation 

Nancy Stevens  H & N - WIC 

Robert Vivlamore  Residential - DD 

Chantel Denny  H & N - Nutrition 

Esperanza Morgan-Barrot  Ed. Services - Head Start 

 

Welcome To OCO 
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